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General Braddock's first task was to destroy the
French forts in the Ohio country, and early in June he
began his advance. His army numbered thirteen hun-
dred men composed of British regulars, some Virginian
militiamen, and a few Indians. The weather was
glorious, and the British moved forward through the
forest full of the songs of birds and the music of brooks,
towards the French Fort Duquesne situated at the
junction of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers. No
one except perhaps Washington and his Virginian
comrades ever entertained the possibility of defeat, and.
as the men marched through the green glades, climbed
mountains and forded rivers they sang and filled the
air with martial music. In vain 'Washington tolcj
General Braddock that Indian warfare was different
from European warfare, and begged him to train his
soldiers in Indian methods. The general would not
listen, and the British army was close to Fort Duquesne
when it suddenly found .itself face to face with a
combined French and Indian force nine hundred
strong.

Now Braddock was to learn the wisdom behind.
Washington's advice. At sight of the British, the French
split in two, and taking cover behind trees and bushes
to right and left of the British troops, began to pour in
a murderous fire. The British regiments meanwhile had
formed up in battle array, as they might have done on
an open plain, and bravely sustained the fire of the
unseen marksmen. But bravery was not enough. The
volleys of the British did little execution, while in their
own closely packed ranks the carnage was terrible. Yet